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viil THE KURAL

several exist, have been impressed by its universal appeal. Albert Schweitzer
who read it in a German translation, says in his Indian Thought and Develop-
ment (1951): ‘“There hardly exists in the literature, of the world, a book of
such lofty maxims’.

Among the 1330 distichs of the Térukkural, I recommend the decades
g6 to 108, on Nobility, Honour, Agriculture and Vileness, from which
1 give here a few quotations:

Because of Humanists this world exists;

Else one would have to bury oneself in the earth. (9g6)
Of what avail is Wisdom if it does not render good

Even to those who have done evil? (978)

If the Wise were to grow less in their Wisdom,

The Earth itself would be unable to bear its burden. (990)
Vile Person zre equal to the Gods

Because they also act as they please. (1073)

The Chinese Buddhist will find in the Ku-la chien-yen HEEEE, or
Chinese version of Tirukkural, 2 companion to the Dharmapada of which
several Chinese translations exist under the title of Fa-~chii ching 5%,
But whereas the Dharmapada was primarily written for Buddhist monks,
the Tirukkural is for the man in the world—the first is ascetic and the other
radiantly humanistic, Tiru Valluvar's vision of the world is all embracing
with its maxims of the moral life of the individual, of the home, and of the
State. He speaks of love in its courtship and marital stages, in the manner
of other early Tamil classics. He is advocate of humour and laughter.

To those who are unable to laugh
It is pitch dark amidst the blaze of noon. {g99)

When I read a verse here and there, as I do daily, I am surprised at
almost every reading at its freshness and relevance to the problems of our
times—for such is the Universality and Humanism of Tiru Valluvar’s
philosophy.

We are very grateful to Dr Ch’eng Hsi, formerly of the Universities of
Malaya znd of Hong Kong, now at the University of Iows, that he accepted
to undertake the translation of this Tamil classic into Chinese. His task
was not ad easy one because of the epigrammatic style of the original.
His translation, based on existent English translations, is part of our
programme of establishing mutual comprehension between peoples, and
here in particular between the great civilization of India and China.
The Tirukkural belongs to the great books of the world, and it is the Tamil
contribution to the Wisdom Literature of the World.

Xavier S. THANI NAYAGAM
Kuala Lumpur Professor of Indian Studies
New Year Day 1967 University of Malaya
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THE TIRUKKURAL

 The Tirukkural is a masterpiece of the Tamil Literature
of Southern India and is also one of the great books of
India and Indian Wisdom. Its 1330 Aural, or pairs of
verse lines, are arranged in sets of ten, each dealing with
some specific topic, such as the virtue of domestic life, of
renunciation, of kingship and statesmanship, and of
‘premarital love and wedded life.

~ This Tamil Book of Maxims, deeply humanistic in its
inspiration, transcends all religious and philosophical
'schools. Its practical morality applies to private and public
life, and governs men and women, in their daily relations,
‘whatever be their social condition or fortune.

The Author, Tiru Valluvar, was most likely a court
councillor, living in Southern India in the second century
of our era. The incomparable beauty of his language is
inspired by a“long tradition of the spoken and. written
language of the Tamils, which still runs true today. His
maxims are universal and timeless in-‘their appeal to
‘goodwill and good manners, whereby our lives are made
pleasant and sociable.

The Chinese translation was done by Professor Ch’eng
Hsi, formerly of the Universities of Hong Kong and of
Malaya, and now with the. University of Iowa. The
‘translation ‘and publication were made possible by a
generous grant of an Endowment Fund established by the
Nattukottai Chettiar Community of Tamil merchants of
‘Southern India with long established trading connections
in South East Asia, ' -



