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FOREWORD

KURAL is rightly called the Tamil Veda; it is a
poetic composition of great antiquity on the art of living.
The author, Tiru Valluver, examines the intricacies of '
human nature with deep insight, consummate skill and
Tobust commonsense. There is also a freshness of out-
ook which makes Kural a precious book for all times.

Kural lays great stress on the concept of Dharma:
*There is no greater wealth one can acquire than Dharma
and no misfortune greater than the forgetting of it." It
adds: "Keep the mind free from evil thoughts. This is the
whole of Dharma. The rest is only of the nature of sound o
and show.” It is also stated that "joy that comes from
right conduct is true happiness.® "Other pleasures are
really sources of pain and causes nf. shame. .. The right
conduct is therefore not only right but wise."

I am glad to know that the University Book Produc-
tion Board of Gujarat State is publmshinq the Gujarati
version of Kural on the occasion of the Madras session of
the Gujarati Sshitya Parishad. I am confident that this -
publication would be appreciated by the people of both
Gujarat as well as Tamil Nadu. From the point of view
of national integration as well the publication of Kural's
translation in Gujarati would be of immense value. '

Sl M
(Shriman Narayan;
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