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OPINI1ON.

I have been requested by the author of this
Telugu Translation of the Kural to state what I
‘think of his performance. So far as I-am able to
judge, the translation is fairly a¢curate ; and when
it i borne in mind that & work like the Kural
written in a plthy, concise and aphorlstm style is
szrery hard to tyanslate, it may be easily 1ma,gmed
what difficulties the translator has had to overcome.
‘Regarding the value of the Kural as a treatise on
moral and political philosophy, I need say nothing
more than that it is the best thing of its kind in
Tamil Jiterature, and that it is @ matter for regreb
that it has so long remained untranslated.into the
other Dravidian languages. I rejoice to find that
‘this deficiency is about to be supphed so far as the-
Telugu language is concerned. The followmg ex-
“tracts will prove the high estimation in which the:
Kural is held by competent and dlstmgulshed
{Enropean scholars,

P, RANGANADAM, 1. 5. e

. The work itself, the Cural of Tiruvalluvar, is held in the highest
Feneration by the Tamil people.  Mhe writer-of it is. deemed an’ incarna.
ion of wisdom. It is called the first ot works, from whicl, whether for
hou«rhh or Ia.nguaﬂe there is no appeal..... The Cural has a ‘strong cl-,um
pon our attention, as a part of the htcr;mulo of the country and as:d

{oxk of mtzmsw ¢éxcellence,
REv W, H. DREW
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