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1. But the Poetics is important not only for understanding Greek
Tragedy, but all great dramatic poetry. There are autonomous
segments of the Ramayana. the Mahabharata and Silappadhi-
karam-to mention but three of our supreme national Classics-that
could, with a little sleight- of~ hand. be turned into Sophoelean
tragedies. Rama’s intended coronation that turns into his excilc:
the Game of Dice that climaxes in Panchali’s Vow pronouncing
the Doom of the Kurus; the coming of Kovalan and Kannaki to
Madurai to build their fortuness anew but being overtaken by
disaster-these are complete tragic ‘actions’ in the Aristotelian
sense, and prehaps a close acquaintance with the Poetics might
stimulate our critical sensibility and enhance our appreciation
of these Poems.

~gyfler il afeng Que - Forewardp. 8
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The English Epic and its Background p. 12

It echoes not what it is like to be alive at a certain time but what
it is like to be a human being 1bid - pp(12-13)
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1  The centre of trugedy, therefore may be said with equal truth to
be in action issuing trom character, or in character issuing in action

-Shakespearean Tragedy p I2

2  What we do feel strongly, as a tragedy advapces to its close, 1s

- that the calamities and catastophe follow inevitably from the
1
‘
4

deeds of men and that che main source of these deeds in character
-Shakespearean Tragedy p. 13
' 3 ibid pp 6-7
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ple, the development of the drama, the inter play of persona-
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lities, the conflicts and resoluation of life? If one understand
Fate in this crude sense, there can be no drama. This princi-
ple will lay the axe at the very root of the poetic creation.
Transactions p. 282

1. If Kannaki, the heroine is the inevitable product of blind fate
what is there divine about her? Ibid p. 282
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2. A. peripeteia occurs when a course of action intended to
produce a result x, produce the reverse of x.- Tragedy p.92.
3. A tale for example, a man slowly wornte death by disease,
poverty, little cares sordid vices it might be, would not be

tragic in the stakespearean sense.
-Shakespearean Tragedy p.3
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2. By the action which we take to safeguard ourselves, Of to
ensure that we pursue a particular course of action without
danger to ourselves or to others.

—The Harvest of Tragedy P.L
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1. Thereisa limited sense in which ignorance may produce a
slight flavour of tragedy; as when, for example a peaceful and
respected is murdered by a madman, under circumstances

which could not have been foreseen
- The Harvest of Tragedy pp 18-19
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1. She (Juliet) has learned heroism from suffering and subtlety
from oppression - Shakespear’s Herocines p. 98
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1. Do you remember Lady Fanshaw putting on sailor’s jacket and
his **blue thrum cap’’ and standing at her husband’s side, un-
known to him, during a sea-fight. There she stood, all bathed
in tears, but tized to that sp.t; Her husband's exclamation
when he turned and discovered her-Good God that love
should make such a change a3 this is applicable to all the acts

of courage which we read or hear of in woman
- Shakespeare’s Heroines p. 28.
2. A women's herosim is always the excess of sensibility
) - Shakespeare’s Heroines p. 28
3. 1Thid.p 34
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Revenge Tragedy
. Predilection for supernatural terror

Violent imaugery

1
2
3
4. Deeds uf beast like cruelty and horror
5. Horrors are filed upon horror

6

The human mess at the end
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1, “'Besides, I have technicalcbjection to making sexual infatua-
tion a tragic theme Experience proves that it is only effective
in the comic spirit.

- The Complete Prefuces of BernadShaw p. 749
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1. The Problem of tragedv has always been the problem of evi
in the world. The Presentation ot evil that befalls men is
but one of the concerns of tragedy; the other and the more
important is the explanation of the why of the evil so
presented.

. Shakespear's Tragic Heroes - p. 3

2. Thus it is that tragedy and philosophy: tragedy and religion
must always have much in common

- Shakespear's Tragic Heroes- p 3
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