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The suldha mela of ancient Tamil music corres=
ponds to the modern Harikambhoji mela.

The Silappadikaram contiins 1 minz of information
relating to the ancient music of south Indin, A correct
understanding of the musical referenees contained therein
will show how our ances.ors had a precisec and correct
knowlcdge of maany acoustical laws and phenomena.
Derivation of scules by the procoss) of inodai shift of
tonic and derivation of notes throu:h tue cycie of Fifths
were known as far back as the 2nd century A.D. The
Stlappilikaram i34 standing testimony to the high
musical culture of the ancient Tamils,

Sri S. Ramanathan, the author, has done a valuable
scrvice by publislung this work. Besides being a
musician he is imbucd with the ideals of a Rescarch
worker. te nus lubourcd paticntly for some years,
cuided and studied ail the musical reference in the
Siieppadikara.n aad nus owvon us interpretations which
arc logical and which are also in accord with the facts
of music.

This is a valuable publication which musicians
and Tamil scholars alike will find useful and profitable.
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THE HINDU : Tt is refreshing to see a professionai
musician engaging himself in  research of the music
of the  Silappadikaram  and bringing out a
book in Tamil with the exclusive object of elucidating
the musical references in the poem. The author, ably
assisted by Jagannathacharya of Vivekananda Colleges
his spared nov pains to bring out clearly from the
orizinal saurces how the Tamils derived their funda-
menial scale, Scmpalai (Harikambodi) and how the
othur scales or PALAIS were obtained by applying the
Iikkiramam.
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REVIEW IN THE JOURNAL OF THE
MADRAS MUSIC ACADEMY

In the history of Indian music there is an inter-
regnum between Bharata’s Natya Sastra and Matanga’s
Brhaddesi, Casual references to music are, of course
contained in the works written during the intervening
period. For instance the Pancha Tantra and the works
of Kalidasa contain a few references to music. It is in
this context that the copious references to music con-
tained in the Silappadikaram (2nd cent. A. D.) assume
special importance. This Tamil epic was written at a
time when a single system and music prevailed through-
out India. There was a common musical theory though
the technical concepts were known by terms in the local
languages. Thus the Tamil words, Pan, Palai, Alagu
and Kural tiripu corresponded respectively to the terms,
Raga. Murchhana, Sruti and Graha bheda.,

The Silappadikaram contains a wealth of detail
relating to the music of the ancient period. Mr Rama-
nathan, the author of the book under review has taken
pains to collect all of them and has given an intelligent
intgrpretation to them. One of his important conclu-
sions is that the Mullaippan corresponded to the raga
Mohana. Although the raga Mohana is very old the name
‘Mohana’ for that raga is of recent origin. the Tiru-
vachakam of Manickavachagar was and is still being
sung in Mohana raga. This itself is proof of the
antiquity of this raga, The five notes figuring in
Mohana s r g p d are compared to the Panchaksharas.
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Some persons hold the view that Gandharam and
Sada.i were possibly the names for Mohana raga in the
ancient period. But these Pans as traditionally sung
by accredited oduvars, are sampurna ragas and corres-
pond to the mode.n Navaroj and Pantuvarali (S1st mela)
ragas respectively. Mr. Kodandapani pillai has con-
firmed the correctness of Mr, Ramanathan’s conclusion
that Mullaippan is Mohana raga The svaras figuring
in the mohana raga are the first five notes to be
derived in the cycle of fifths (Shadja-Panchama bhava
or Kuralili krama )

sl g swrpls G. N. ures 019y w el wer
(Swathi Tirunal Academy of Music, Trivandrum,)

Sri S. Ramanathan is a Sangita Bhushanam of the
Annamalai University. He isa very sound musician
both as an exponent of the theory of the south Indian
Music as well as in its performance in the duaj
capacities of a singer and vainika.

His book on Silappadikaram has been acclaimed
as the most lucid exposition on the knotty problem of
the theory of twenty-two srutis by musicol ogists and
critics. More than all this, he has a very acute
intellect indispensable for any research. especially in

music,

I wish bim every success.



- FOREWORD TO
* “MUSIC IN CILAPPATIKARAM"

by V.C.KULANDAISWAMY
(VICE-CLANCELLOR, MADURAI KAM <RAJ UNIVERSITY)

[ Thesis submitted to the Wesleyan University, U.S. A.
Published by the Madurai Kamaraj University wuler
U.G.C. Grant.]

Cilappadikaram 1is a source book for early Tamil
music. The commentators added additional informa-
tion while commenting on the lines referring to music,
dance and instruments in this text. Tamil scholars
have been just omitting these portions from scrious
studies because they are not trained in music to under-
stand them. Performing artistes in music have mostly
been indifferent to it, because of their disinterest in
the theoretical aspects of music and the need for deep
scholarship and specialised studies in Tamil literature.
Prof. S. Ramanathan has in him a rare combination of
all these and hence was able to unearth the truth
hidden behind the crisp statemcnts about musicology in
ancient Tamil. His intensive study of the text of Cilappa
tikaram a classic under eminent Tamil scholars, his
experience as a practising musician, and his knowledge
of the theory of music have enabled him to work on
music in Cilappatikaaram and produce on original work
which has been accepted for the Ph, D. Degree is an
American University.

Vs
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The study for the first time attempts to interpret
scienuifically ancient Tamili music. The text in
Cilappatikaaram and thc commeataries on which he
based his interpretation are given at the end of the
book with their translations and cross references are
given throughout the study.

Chapter 111 dzals with Vattappaalaiand demonstrates
how the four major PANs-were derived from it. Chapter
11 dealing with Vamppuru marapu concludes with a
discussion of the fusion of Tamil and Sanskrit systems
of 1usic, and states th: this fusion should have
staried atleast as early as 7th century A. D, His state
ment on the religious affiliation of Kovalun and Kannaki
mey ruiise controversies: but that does not huave any
relevance to the main theme of the thesis.

Chapter 11l dealing with PANSs in Cilappatikaaram
starts with a discussion that PAN and Paalai are
different. He explains the difference between two. This
chapter concludes witha discussion and listing of the
103 PANs- referred to by the commentators. They are
identified with those occurring in Teevaaram and with
modern ragas.

Chapter IV isa discussion of the musical instru-
ments in Cilappatikaaram and those mentioned by the
commentators. Yaazh and Viinai. referred to in
Cilappatikaaram are discussed in great detail. Chapter
V deals with the musical forml-uru in Cilappatikaaram.

There are twenty diagrams illustrating the dance
movements and the PaN-s.
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Prof. S. Ramanathan has made a great and original
contribution to unravel the music of the ancient
Tamils It is an extremely commendable effort and
breaks new ground in research in Tamil. The pioneering
nature of the endeavour is as important as the
contribution.

We see evidences of works of art, science and
engineering in our land and literature. But we have not
been able get at the source of this knowladge in Tamil
works, The study of Tamil literature with a view to
understanding the attainments of the ancient Tamil in
various fields of knowl:dge, isa highly desirable and
welcome effort. Viewed from this angle, Prof, Rama-
nathan’s contribution deserves the highest commenda-
tion,
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