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FOREWORD

GATHA SAPTA SATI an ancient prakrit anthology is a 1
rare collection of poetic pearls made available to the world by
Hala, Seventeenth King of Satavahana dynasty of Andhra,
The work recaptures the splendid spectacle of the rural scene
the pristine pleasures, passions, romance and the variegated
tapestries of emotions pulsating in the deepest chambers of
human heart transcending time as may be found in the peren-
nial literatures of other languages. 1t is indeed appropriate that
such myriad moods and tempestuous feelings of the product
mirroring the spirit of Telugu people of Andhra have been
- translated in major languages of the world,

Prof. Madhivanan deserves the gratitude of the Tamils for
the excellent translation of the anthology in lucid literary
Tamil. The laudable efforts of the author in  bringing out
the Tamil version are indeed Commendable, Not withstanding
the hazards and difficulties involved in translations this
literary product in racy Tamilis a live transplan-
tation of the orginal Prakrit work. He is faithful not only to
the orginal text but also to the language, by classifying the
renderings according to ancient doctrine of love as formulated
in Tamil Classics. Incidentally, the translation will enrich the
Tamil literary spectrum and enlighten the readers as to the
basic identity of ethos of Telugu and Tamil people.

I commend this memorable translation of Prof. Madhi-
vanan to the Tamil public of all shades from scholars to lay
public for rewarding experience and aesthetic pleasure. I wish
the learned author bringforth many more literary works of

similar kind for further enrichment of Tamil language and
culture, '

C. G, RANGABASHYAM



_I-I--. .' — - ; : III" : | 2 | l i | ! I proimitely 1 |

ui, &, opi. efws
ETID. 67+ LALGTH. I3
A ubr AL VF @I,

. ardhu R B, @ agiriar
Syl j 50y
Srrédmsd Baad Geflwwwrer Qurf; Bl
upeovwrer Guriflyb St Gelu peoLwld sk
&[S HETT S pULL BT srarelgs s @uoorfeCs
i ojewfl eTeir(y QILD Henswrars. @FH0 pri@oyo

WrpEenE e_ciTer gl 2 sTeTLIG A5 5MEs0u@arargl.

sBupign Arrdmsss5En Q@pmuidu o pney
e_ciTer() B 6T M Hme wHurewrir S0 D} U6y
apsiTguenriuded TR S LIk &TL g ujsrarTi.

argreiged opfr prigd Gursifu &
Aeifus spaob. @555 oy Hfmsg 400
peruelsdr perg @rrips Gsibs H6. wd
auremer gaisdr Seauslkr Geflu sl flsd Quomrifl
Quuisgn Qrrfmsh Ogsflurs esriard Gureir poui
sméel Quilgih e s yfpgiersnri. Seui Gleds
@bss Opren® urrriLsssss. Gp Guwrfldgister
Qwidws Qeaagms B Qurifllier i oj2arelmELD
Qurg# Qevaiwrss Cauan@id cTETEID SYQUT G Sfeur
Curppipssss ybsras P gop wcHIoU
UgID UTTTLLS5685I

Qurfl Quuiiiy sy b srafleswwTar Gaudv eraT
sma5Cauri Aot Gosswrd. @urfl Quuiliniwe
QruIBGEGS ST ST IjHMLOU|D & ([DemLouy el em
@b. giur wridd gpe Hred @w Hpiuc@sTar gl
ETHT TETUSI IS Lew pul Quui,s &THT 6T EYIID
Q&rﬂ@ji@'un_ﬁﬁ@ﬁggﬂ' srarug QuImer. &G
STHT UTLLTSE 0L bEisiTem WIT L1L] 6TGIT DI &a MEVT LD,
preteoLels®) (GHD oo urt.®) G®phs Qaugid
wriy wl@o Seérps. HG- w Heurenrar jeuiSer
Gugyid ue 13 nGwrf Gesdlurisdr g siblpo u® s H60
Caanr@i srery Guan@ASpar. Q555 ST BB 5
saur. SUBEGDH SSHI oargsoafiiing SUlpeTUT
SeI6IT SLEWID, |

&, ST, 707



L1

PREFACE

I present this Tamil translation of ‘Gatha Sapta
Sati’, an anthology In Prakrit language entitled by ma
as ‘Andhiranattu Agananuru’, before the Tamil publie,
My joy knew no bounds when | had the opportunity to
study this fine collection of 700 poems compiled by
Hala, the 17 th Satavahana King of Andhrapradhesh
during 1st century A. D. The greatness of ‘Gathga
§apta sati” is well determined from its translations in
to Sanskrit, Hindi' Telugu’ Marathi, English, German
and some other languages. The German translation
has seen many editions.

A prakrit poet says that it is futile on the part of
the people who talk about love without reading
Gatha sapta sati, No doubt this is an admiradle
collection of poems with elevated emotion of love,

Gatha sapta sati means seven hundred Gathas or
poems. | have selected four hundred choicest poams
and categorised them, according to Tamil literary tra-

dition, in to ‘Thinai' and ,Thurai’,

| cannot help remonstrating against certain
literary misrepresentations of Prof. Vaiyapuri Pillal
in his reference to GATHA SAPTA SATI in his
‘History of Tamil literature® in English. In the view of
his tainted critical crucible, the original Prakrit work
appears as a Sanskrit product Possessing the literary
AGAM classification as Tamil has.

The dimensions and repercussions of such
literary prevarications of truth on hearsay evidences
have not only misled Tamil scholars and reading
public, but also tend to fantastic concept of the
perpetual literary mortgage of Tamil language to
Sanskrit not warranted by historical evidences and
facts. For the benefit of such men in Tamil literary
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world, | affirm that | adapted appropriate Tamil
literary thematic classifications in these love
poems when rendering these translations from
original Prakrit work, the same was devoid of such
grammatical ramifications as may be found in
Tamil language.

The reference to a North—Indian Arya King
Bruhadatta, learning the delicacies of love
themes embedded in Tamil verses through the great
Kapilar, reminds the fact that the classifications are
only of Tamil origin. The Gathas were originally
written in Maharashtriprakrit. Govardanacharya trans-
lated it into Sanskrit :

Some pomes are invariably similar to Tamil poems
of Sangam literature. Mostly the poems depict
Dravidian way of life with grand cultural back=
ground. On the whole this work is a pen picture of
rural life of the people, in the area around River
Godavari during the reign of the Andhra Satavahana
kings. It seems their official language was prakrit
though they had old Telugu as their mother tongue.

It is surprising to note that mental agony,
problems of love affair depicted in these poems
are relevant even today. Man may change, but his joy
and sorrow, passions and attitude, love and dismay,
have a perennial existance down the ages right from
the first origin of man. So, poems on love have their
own attraction in whatever language they are written,

Lovers®’ affection, pangs of seperation, solitary
enguish, feigned anger, the pleasure of temporary
variance, mental disturbance caused by beauty,
rejoicing in embrace, eyes consumed with grief, sad
memories, the reverance attached to chastity are all
picturesque in this narration. (A chaste woman of the
above society was expected to smile concealing her
teeth, walk without crossing the Main entrance and
look without raising her head. Chastity was observed
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as loyalty to love sincerity to affection and purity
integrated to the holy union of marriage. In such a
fine society immorality also existed.) :

There are many poems that touch our heart and
soul. A Peasant refuses to return home from the field,
even after the sun-set saying‘what is there in the house
after the death of my dear wife?” In another poem
the wife requests her husband to shower affection
(soaked in sweet words) on her as much as
he could, since the affection of husband is the only
nectar that every housewife on earth mentally medita
_tes and aspires to have in abundance.

Being driven by the anxiety to give a rendering |
of Gatha sapta sati in easy intelligible Tamil prose, |
have accomplished this work. 1t is said that poetry
escapes in the process of translation. | am not sure
to which extent | am successful in my attempt. It is .
to the readers to judge whether the orginal Prakrit
poetry has accrued or escaped in the process of my
translation. | feel satisfied myself with the hope that |
have attempted to retrieve a classical anthology from
pedagogic pedantry so as 1o render a lucid reading
for the convenience of the common readers.

| am indebted to the President, Secretary and
office bearers of the Jain youth forum, Madras
for their memorable and unforgettable help for the
pubilcation of this book.

| express my gratitude to Thiru C.G. Ranga-
bashyam, Secretary, Education Department and
Df. Sharma for having given foreword and to the
Printers of S. Dhanyakumar press for the neat
execution of the book.

Madras, R. MADHIVANAN
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