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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

" “dnd it was - through Nature, thus ennobled by @
semblance of passion and thought, that he approached
the spectacle of human life. Humam Ufe, indeed, is for
lmn,, at first, only an additional, uccidental grace on an
Terpressive landscape.’—Walter Pater on Wordsworth.

PATTINAPPALAT is an old Tamil idyll of 301 lines,
on which the following is a eritical commentary. It was
composed by poet RUDRANKANNANAR in the middle
of the first century A. D. The poem is full of simple’
thoughts and choicest expressions that characterise a
perfect classic. Further it belongs to the old realistic
school of Tamil poetry that prevailed at the time of the
Pandian Academy.

It will be seen from the pocm that the poet who
had had a charming wife whose affections for him were

‘unbounded and whose happiness he sought to maintain
by a reflection of the same sentiments on his part, once -

on account of pecuniary straits, made arrangements
to go to Lavirippumpattmam a city far from his
village and pay a visit to the then prince Karikalachola:
but when the news of his departure came to the knowledge
of his beloved wife, she was pierced with dire affliction
at the thought of her dear husband’s separation and
became inconsolable forthwith. On bebolding the
troubled condition and the melancholy mood of his
loveliest wife, the poet deferred his journey. And in
u. Go—o-



10 ul g eriurdy goriE By

order to console her it may be imagined that he
composed this poem in- her presence, addressing
to his mind of his unwillingness to part with such
a charming and affectionate maiden whose caresses,
it is told, were as sweet as the reign of Karikala, even
if that were to preclude him from the rare opportunity
of receiving as a gift the richest city of the great Chu]a,'
monarch. While speaking of this gift, in the midst
of his broodings over the mellow-beauty of his wife, he
brings in a vivid picture not only of the natural and
artificial beauty presented by the countrysides and the
town parts of the Chola kingdom but also the glory
and victory of the mighty prince Karikela. How
artistically the poet links on to the central idea of this
poem, the scenic beauty of the vast Chola kingdom and
the greatness of its reigning monarch is a matter for
deep critical appreciation. )

In his conception of this vast universe, nature and
mind form an inseparably bound-up whole. All the
natural objects constitute, as it were, a permanen
habitation for the soul which dwells within. The inner
thought-power of the soul vibrates in such a way as to
mould the plastic outward matter quite consistently with
its own laws. And so, to admire the outward beauty of
pature is to appreciate the inward beauty of the
intelligent soul that lies within. Except through the
perception of senses, it is not possille for the individual
mind to apprehend the nature of the  inmost lying
spirit and have intercourse with ~it. When one
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«communes with the still life of nature, all his thoughts *
that were running before in different directions at random
‘become collected up and converge to one definite poink
in the universal Self which penetrates its whole being
-and by illuminating its understa,i:ding makes it brighter
.and brighter till the limited area of intelligence is lighted
~up to an unlimited extent and swallowed up in the
-effulgence of the Supreme Spirit. Thus a study of nature
forms a wholesome el t in the old classical poetry of
“Tamil to which our poet Rudrankannanar belongs;
:as far the study of human mind, it conceives that it can
‘be made effectual only in close connection with that of
the former. Bearing in mind this inter-connection of
nature and spirit and its being the main theme in the
‘Tamil classical poetry, our old poet devotes the main
portion of his idyll to a portrayal of the rural charms
and the sea-coast beauties, and then weaves them all into
that part in which his ideal love for his wife stands out
prominently and colours the whole poem with its soff
rose-gleam. From this it will be manifest that the poem
:at first fascinates the reader’s imagination by presenting
& true picture of the sensuous beauty of the external
‘world, and then elevates it higher and higher up till i
‘refines it into a purer etherial substance susceptible of
.reflecting in itself the thoughts and sentiments coming
from a transcendental ideal source.

The artistic sequence of poetic thoughts that find
‘their expression in chaste and simple Tamil has been
ithoroughly studied in the body of this work. And jn
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tracing up link after link the steady development of the
poet’s central thought through the whole poem, I have
not only criticised tho old commentary of Nachchinark-
kiniar which gives in an unusual and fantastic manner a
twisted interpretation of the poem but have also
explained its real meaning in a very simple and natural
way as is compatible with the poet’s conception of the®
poem.

The first two parts of this critical commentary
were, at tho request of the President of the MADURA
TAMIL SANGAM, read before its last annual meeting,
and wero very much appreciated by the learned Pandit
members and others present on the occasion. Iaving
been encouraged ab the reception that was accorded to
it and to u similar commentary of my own on another
classical ode Mullatppaltu which was published some
years ago, |I send forth this volume as my humble
contribution to the critical literature of my mother
‘tongue which is one of the ancient and highly cultivated

languages of the world,

Madras,

25th Sept. 1906. VEDACHALAM
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