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QY NOPS{S OF THE BOCK ENTITLED
SAINT THIRUVALLUVAR KI VANI (Hindi)

Qaipt Thiruvalluvar is the author of the
ancient Tamil Classic known as THIRUKURAL.
It consists of three parts containing in all 1330
Verses.

The first part deals with righteous conduct
(Arathupal) of Dharma, the second part deals
with wealth (polity), Porutpal or Artha and the
third with Love (Kamathupal) or Kama which
are the three of the four Purusharthas that
mankind should strive for in life.

The fourth Purushartha viz. Moksha is not
separately dealt with by the author in the trea-
tise. However, if a person should steadfastl
adheres in life to the code of moral and ethiCs
elaborately dealt within the first part he can
surely expect (Moksha) of liberation from the
cycle of birth and death, The second part exten-
sively dezls with the rights and duties of sove-
reigns, minister and citizens and also the ways
and means to be accepted for ensuring economiz

* prosperity of the people. The third part shows
the ways and methods for obtaining the maximum
good in conjugal life.




Madras,

[t may be stated that the author’s ideas
and ideals propagated in his work are quite
in confirmity with the essential and fundamental
moral ethical, philosophical truths and tenets
enshrined in the ancient religious literature like
the Upanishads, Ramayana, Mahabharata, Manu
and other Smirthis, Kautilya’s Artha Sastra,
Vatsyana’s Kama Sutras etc.

The topics dealt with in the Kural such as
the classification of people i four castes, the
four Ashramas, the law of Karma, rebirth,
destiny or fate, free wills, heaven, hell etc.
lend credence to the view that Thirukkural is
a pleasing blend of all that is good in the varfous
religions like Hinduism, Budhism, Jainism. etc.
and the moral and ethical principlss enunciated
in Kural are intended for Universal application,

|

(T. B. S. RAGHAVAN) b
1—12—1964 Author
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